
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

FEDERAL BUDGET 2025 STATEMENT BY THE CANADIAN CENTER FOR 
WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT 

OTTAWA, November 4th, 2025 – The Canadian Center for Women’s Empowerment (CCFWE) 
applauds the Government of Canada for mentioning economic abuse 17 times in this year’s 
federal budget, marking the first time this form of gender-based violence has been addressed 
explicitly at the federal budget level. 

This recognition reflects a growing awareness that economic abuse is not only a tactic of power 
and control but also a key barrier preventing survivors from achieving safety and independence. 
By embedding economic abuse into federal language, the government has taken an essential 
step toward building economic safety as a pillar of gender equality. 

Two weeks before the budget was tabled, CCFWE joined the Honourable Minister of Finance 
and National Revenue for the historic introduction of the voluntary Code of Conduct on the 
Prevention of Economic Abuse. This framework will be co-developed with financial institutions 
and key stakeholders such as CCFWE  to guide the financial sector in recognizing and 
responding to economic abuse. 

The Executive Director of CCFWE, Meseret Haileyesus, states, “Economic abuse being 
named in a federal budget for the first time is historic. But recognition alone isn’t enough. 
Survivors need safe housing, financial protections, and access to support. The Code of 
Conduct on the Prevention of Economic Abuse is a step toward turning this recognition 
into real-world safety and independence.”  

CCFWE welcomes the government’s recognition of the urgent need for affordable housing and 
the creation of Build Canada Homes. While increasing supply is important, the approach must 
prioritize those in need of safe, deeply affordable housing. Survivors of economic abuse often 
face coerced debt, damaged credit, and unstable income, making access to housing impossible 
without targeted protections and affordability measures. 

CCFWE is also concerned by the framing of housing affordability as an immigration issue rather 
than one rooted in the financialization of housing and the weak regulation of real estate 
investment. Positioning immigration reductions as a housing solution distracts from the 
structural drivers of the crisis. Housing policy must center equity and safety, not exclusion. 

The budget also includes measures associated with CCFWE’s national systems change work, 
such as the commitment to include no-cost banking accounts. CCFWE has urged the 
government in the past to include survivors as eligible for no or low-cost accounts. Additionally, 
the introduction of an Automatic Federal Benefits system could remove key financial and 
administrative barriers, making it easier for economic abuse survivors to remit taxes and access 
critical government benefits. This is important as survivors often need immediate access to 
benefits and income support to regain financial stability and safety after leaving abusive 
situations. 

https://ccfwe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Economic-Abuse-Code-of-Conduct-news-release-20.10.2025.pdf
https://ccfwe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Economic-Abuse-Code-of-Conduct-news-release-20.10.2025.pdf


 
While the government has taken meaningful steps toward advancing economic security and 
safety, including recognizing economic abuse as a critical issue, CCFWE is concerned about the 
lack of budgeting and programming specific to Black and racialized individuals in this budget. 
Without acknowledging and addressing the distinct barriers faced by Black and racialized 
individuals, we cannot ensure that everyone benefits equitably from the economic prosperity 
envisioned in Canada Strong.  

CCFWE’s Senior Program and Policy Director, Michaela Mayer, states, “While the budget takes 
important steps in recognizing economic abuse, it falls short in addressing intersectionality. 
Every day in our work, we see how race, disability, gender identity, and other factors shape 
survivors’ access to housing, financial supports, and safety. Without acknowledging these 
realities, policies risk leaving the most marginalized behind.”  True progress on gender-based 
violence and economic abuse requires survivor-centered, trauma-informed investments that 
reflect the realities of those most affected by systemic inequities. 

As the first national organization dedicated to addressing economic abuse, CCFWE is 
encouraged by the policy breakthrough of including economic abuse in the budget. We remain 
committed to advancing survivor-centered solutions that link economic security, housing access, 
and economic empowerment. CCFWE looks forward to collaborating with federal partners to 
implement the Code of Conduct on Economic Abuse and build a future where economic safety 
is recognized as an essential right for all women and gender-diverse people in Canada. 

 
ABOUT CCFWE 
The Canadian Center for Women’s Empowerment (CCFWE) is Canada’s only national 
non-profit organization dedicated to addressing Economic Abuse and economic injustice in the 
context of domestic violence through education, research, financial empowerment, policy, and 
system change. CCFWE works collaboratively with organizations and individuals to develop a 
comprehensive approach that enables domestic violence survivors to recover from Economic 
Abuse. It also addresses critical policy gaps preventing survivors from recovering and becoming 
economically secure and independent. CCFWE receives funding from the Women and Gender 
Equality Canada. 
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